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Concerning the effects of the duty on tin upon the export 
trade of the United States, the writer says on page 79 that this 
duty placed Russia and Burmah in a better position to compete 
for the petroleum markets in the East ; on the following page he 
contradicts himself by stating that large firms in the United 
States, such as the Standard Oil Co., probably benefited from the 
duty; "since they enjoyed the rebate on re-exported plates they 
were as well off as they had ever been." 

Mr. Jones, in his statistical data, refers to individual years. This 
relieved him from the necessity of calculating averages for three, 
five, or ten-year periods ; but it is doubtful whether such a method 
of handling statistics is conducive to an accurate knowledge of 
tendencies in the development of an industry. 

Simon Litman . 

University of Illinois. 
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Transportation and Communication 
The Express Service and Rates. By W. H. Chandler. (Chi- 
cago: LaSalle Extension University. 1914. Pp. v, 3*0.) 

This is a book of practical information on the service offered 
by express companies. Although prepared, in one view, for use 
as a text in courses on transportation, it will prove of great value 
to all regular users of the express service, and, for that matter, to 
express agents who wish a comprehensive knowledge of the express 
transportation service as now organized and of the way to use 
or render this service most intelligently. 

The author is now assistant manager of the Traffic Bureau of 
the Merchants' Association in New York. Formerly he served in 
a similar capacity with the Boston Chamber of Commerce. Dur- 
ing the recent investigation by the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion into express rates and practices, he had an active part in 
preparing the case for the shippers. His experience has thus 
given him opportunity to study those things about express trans- 
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portation which shippers and express agents most need to know. 

After a preliminary account of the origin and early develop- 
ment of the express business, the author gives a survey of the 
present general organization of the service by companies, a brief 
sketch, from the Interstate Commerce Commission's opinion in 
the express cases, of the history of the various companies, and 
then describes in outline the business organization within each 
company and the various services rendered by express companies. 
This occupies 31 pages. The next 29 pages contain a brief 
statement of the intercorporate relations between express com- 
panies and railways, and a more extended discussion, quoted from 
the Interstate Commerce Commission's opinion, of the form of 
contract that constitutes the basis of railway compensation for 
hauling express matter. The author's own conclusion, briefly 
given without argument of his own, is that the railways seem to 
be paid too much for this service. The next 22 pages are de- 
voted to the growth and present status of public regulation of 
the express business by those states which have undertaken it and 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

The remaining 250 pages or so are occupied entirely with 
compact descriptions of various points of contact between ship- 
pers and the express companies. These descriptions cover the 
cla-sification of express shipments, giving a facsimile of the 
printed classification in full; an explanation of the content of 
the express receipt and the shipper's rights thereunder; a full ex- 
planation of the structure and method of applying the new ex- 
press rates, with facsimile pages from the rate books and the 
directory of express offices ; directions concerning the nature of, 
and the manner of using, the money department, the financial de- 
partment, the foreign department, and the order and commission 
department of express companies. In addition there is a copious 
display of all the numerous forms in use by express companies 
that shippers have occasion to meet with. 

Concluding chapters discuss the comparative service and 
charges by express and by parcel post and give a sketch of the 
Canadian express rates. There are, at frequent intervals, series 
of questions, presenting a variety of problems actually met with 
in practice, that will focus the attention of the reader upon the 
significant points in the information given in the preceding pages. 
There is, however, no index. This is a serious defect in a book 
designed for such use as this one. 
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The matter in the book is so largely descriptive and explanatory 
that it invites little discussion. However, the author's treatment 
of some points that have been much in controversy plainly dis- 
closes the convictions that one would tend to acquire from such 
continued activity as the author's in behalf of shippers. This, 
of course, is no cause for deprecation. But it is well for those 
who use the volume for its information to be aware of the author's 
point of view on these disputed subjects. 

Arthur S. Field. 

Washington, D. C. 
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Trade, Commerce, and Commercial Crises 

Ocean Traffic and Trade. By B. Olney Hough. (Chicago: La 

Salle Extension University. 1914. Pp. vi, 432.) 

The dominant point of view in this book is that of a prospective 

exporter. The most valuable chapters are those in which actual 

methods of carrying on foreign trade are explained. There is 



